
Mayor Bowser Announces Comprehensive Legislation to 
Protect and Strengthen DC’s Housing Ecosystem

Washington, DC is a national leader in affordable housing, and we must protect our 
progress. We have invested more than $1.5 billion into affordable housing over the 
past 10 years, more funding per capita than any other jurisdiction. 

1.	 Many affordable housing providers can no longer cover expenses due to non-payment of 
rent and increased costs, putting projects at risk of foreclosure. This puts people’s affordable 
homes at risk, and residents are likely to see a decline in maintenance and amenities as 
housing providers struggle to cover costs.  

2.	 DC is falling behind the region in new housing production. Without new housing, the costs of 
housing will continue to increase for all.

Because of Mayor Bowser’s investments, 32,000 more 
DC residents live in affordable housing than in 2015.
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DC Must Act Now to Protect Our Progress



Protect DC’s Existing Affordable Housing
The legislation includes provisions to preserve affordable units, protect tenant safety, and 
improve the system to work better for tenants and housing providers. 

• Increase Local Rent Supplement Program (LRSP) – Allow more units to be eligible for 
project-based LRSP vouchers by increasing program eligibility up to 50% Area Medium 
Income from 30% AMI.

• Reform the Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) – Make permanent the 
provisions of the emergency legislation. Ensures ERAP is sustainable and able to help 
those it was designed for by removing the required stay of eviction proceedings in ERAP 
cases and modifying self-attestation.

• Strengthen Tenant Safety Protections – Authorize eviction if a tenant or other occupant 
of a rental unit is arrested or charged with a violent offense that occurred in or adjacent 
to the housing accommodation.

• Streamline Court Process Timelines – Modify eviction timelines to be consistent with 
pre-pandemic timelines and neighboring jurisdictions, provide a fair and predictable 
eviction process, establish accountability for landlords and tenants.

• Protect the District’s Ability to Support Affordable Housing Projects – Clarify that the 
District is not liable for damages as a lender when supporting affordable housing 
projects.

• Preserve DC Housing Authority Stabilization and Reform (STAR) Board – Keep DCHA’s 
temporary STAR Board in effect to provide consistent and sustained leadership in order 
to deliver public housing that residents deserve.

Ensure DC Can Build More Housing in the Future
The District is facing uncertainty that risks the future production of housing, including 
affordable housing. The legislation includes provisions to make it clear that investing in DC is 
a strong bet.

• Modernize the Tenants Opportunity to Purchase Act (TOPA) – Focus TOPA toward
preventing displacement by ensuring that naturally occurring affordable housing is
protected. Reform TOPA to clarify which transactions are eligible and that tenants are
aware of their TOPA rights.

• Reposition Vacant Properties into Affordable Housing – Restore DHCD’s authority to
acquire and reposition vacant properties to increase investment in communities and
create more opportunities for affordable housing developments.

• Maximize Impact of Affordable Housing Funding Programs – Implement technical
measures to ensure DHCD can utilize the District’s tax credits for affordable housing
projects.
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Rebalancing Expectations for Neighbors, Tenants and Landlords 
(RENTAL) Act


